EEEOE
LEGION OF MARY HONG KONG

N

: Y-'
S \."'
| ol

% 1—HH Eleventh Issue September 2025




FHIR

AWW%”@W%EﬁVWﬁWW%ﬁ~?%Qvaﬂﬁ’%w?$4
TG PRI - I ﬁﬁq*%ﬁy TS UL
Fwwgtk, 2B IF'ﬁF’ﬂE%'TE URL AR IR F,K/i:%pjgrb S F
2o MRS PRt [NERpRLEE S I ET, S B FIEA R L9
(= CHEA FEFT %) o R HIEVE IR (BRLED ~ p (A R
[ETE B FEOTER.  REREEV R pLY S 1979 F ORI A
ﬁ%ltz’iditl';lrlﬁlﬁw FiAERpL - 1) bfjﬁ*ihlff‘l; AN Uﬁ,“[‘epjgliﬁr;ﬁo

Editor’s Words

In this issue, the Spiritual Director of the Concilium, Fr. Paul Churchill
encouraged us that God is always on our side even were we to fall badly for
committing sins, God in fact wants us all to do, whether truly virtuous, or caught
in the struggle of sinful weeds, or collapsed in faith and morals, is to come to
him no matter what, or go to God with Our Lady as she is the Refuge of sinners.
On the other hand, the “Upgrading Legion Work” written by Frank Duff
emphasized that conversion is the first work and all the spiritual needs must
be dealt with. Lastly, the pre-history of the Legion and the collaborations with
The St. Vincent de Paul Society at the early days were told by Frank Duff during
his interview that is continued in this issue.
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Allocutio by Concilium (July 2024)
With hand in Mary’s trust God’s grace

in the face of your weakness
Fr. Paul Churchill

Posted on 23 July 2024
(Source: https.//www.legionofmary.ie/news/article/january-allocutio-2024).

“Simon, Simon, listen, Satan demanded to have you so that he might sift you like
wheat” (Lk 22:31). Is it any wonder that Satan would attack Simon Peter? Here
is the Apostle who is the first Pope. Here is the leader of that people who have
the task of growing God’s Kingdom. Peter must be sifted and destroyed by Satan.
St. Mary Magdalene has a similar story though from a different angle. She is
described her as a woman from whom the Lord cast out seven demons. Truly
the devil had tried to sift her. But she will the first reported witness to the
Resurrection and become, as Pope Francis says, “Apostle to the Apostles”. No
wonder the devil tried to sift her.

Another woman of note is Teresa of Avila who led the reform of the Carmelites.
In her early years as a nun the devil tempted her to give up praying under the
guise that it was the humble thing to do because of her sins. Until she saw the
deceit of it and turned back to deep prayer and the rest is history.

Any person or group who are carrying out the work of the Kingdom can expect
to be sifted. And if they work with the woman of Genesis they are bound to be
attacked by Satan to undo them. As dedicated legionaries who serve Mary you
can expect attacks in many forms. And maybe you all can say, “Yes | have this
flaw, this bad habit | keep falling into.” “I have this addiction that pulls me down.”
But apart from your habitual flaws, which may indeed be your version of St.
Paul’s thorn in the flesh to keep you from becoming pride, it is possible for a soul
to come under dreadful temptation. So | offer a few thoughts to help you
through such spiritual combats.

Firstly God is always on your side even were you to fall badly. Jesus did not
reject or discard Peter despite his complete capitulation. He gave him a mission
long before his fall and immediately after it. Remember how earlier Peter had
said, “Depart from me for | am a sinful man”. But the Lord replied, “Henceforth
you will be catching men!” Basically, no matter what the sin, no matter how
often our faith or morals seems to fail, God never gives up on us. It is interesting
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how, just before Peter’s complete collapse, Jesus addresses him, not as Peter,
but like a mother who calls her child by his first name, saying, “Simon, Simon”.
God calls us all kindly and encouragingly by our personal name, even before we
fall and after we fall.

Remember the object of the devil is to get us to doubt God, to be discouraged.
Getting us to sin is only a means to an end. He wants to completely break our
bond with God. He wants us, like Adam, to hide ourselves from God. He wants
us, as he did initially so successfully with Teresa of Avila, to give up praying. But
what we must do, no matter what our sin, is to come immediately to him like
little children who have fallen and cut ourselves to ask help with our wounds.
And we can come because God loves us just as a father loves a small child and
has no desire to harm it but to help it.

Secondly we must get it into our heads that the Order we belong to in the Church
is, as St Bernard says, The Order of Sinners! We so easily can be like that Pharisee
at the top of the Temple who says, “Lord, | am thankful | am not like those other
dreadful people | read and hear about in the media.” And then the world today
prefers to blot out the concept of sin while man’s inhumanity to man screams
out at us. Like St. Philip Neri and others we need to say, since we are no different
in nature, “There but for the grace of God go |”. And strange as it may sound, a
big fall, while it reminds us that we have no cause to boast, can be turned to
gain great graces.

The pharisees addressed the man born blind as a “sinner through and through”.
In that they spoke a great truth about us all, sinners through and through. “Oh
Father, | know | have my faults but I’'m not that bad!”. Right so, up with you to
that row with that pharisee in the Temple. | ask if we have some deep serious
sins we never even think of like: a) are you ruled by what people think of you
than how God sees you? b) do you look on some as objects of contempt and
hate or indifference instead of trying to see them through the eyes of Our
Heavenly Father? And be wary of that dreadful sin of pride which the devil uses
to topple us all. We must all stand with that public sinner at the back of the
Temple who said, “God be merciful to me a sinner”. Let us borrow these words
from blind Bartimaeus, “Jesus son of David, be merciful to me a sinner”, or from
Peter, “Depart from me for | am a sinful man”.

Those last words lead me to my next point. Peter said those words because he
was feeling bad about himself. But what God in fact wants us all to do, whether
truly virtuous, or caught in the struggle of sinful weeds, or collapsed in faith and
morals, is to come to him no matter what. Don’t depart. Keep coming to God.
He is our hope. He is not going to abandon us. He can work for our souls what
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we cannot do for ourselves. Without him we can do nothing, but with him all is
possible. “Come close to God and he will come close go you” (Jas 4:8). Let us
never forget those words, “Where sin abounds there even more is God’s grace!”
(Rm 5:20).

And my final point. Go to God with Mary. She is the sinless one, the Refuge of
sinners. Put your hands in hers. Let her bring you to God and speak on your
behalf. “Here is your humble servant who is mired in sin. He truly wants to be
good, to do your will, to be a channel of your grace. He hears the challenge of
the Cross and would love to live it but recoils. Believe you me, having been there,
| understand him. Can you help him and give him the grace he needs to become
a better person, to become what you want him to be?” O Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to you. Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us who have recourse to you. Refuge of sinners, pray for us.
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Upgrading Legion Work

By The Servant of God, Frank Duff

The question of the nature of the work of the Church presented itself at its very
beginning. Our Lord's command on Mount Olivet had been that His disciples
were to go out over the whole world and seek to give the Gospel to every man.
That was clear cut. The disciples saw it in no other light and they acted
accordingly. But we see from the Acts of the Apostles (6, 1-6) that this created
a problem. It was the care of the widows and those who needed charity. The
missionaries of the Gospel had no time for that work, important though it was.
The tremendous judgment which proceeded from the twelve Apostles was: "It
is not desirable that we would forsake the Word of God and serve at tables.”
The remedy was proceeded to ordaining deacons who would attend to it.

The Priorities of the Infant Church

From the very origin of the Church you had that distinction as between works
proposing itself.

FIRST - the special characteristic work of the Church, the giving of the Gospel.
SECOND - the care and the winning back of the weaker brethren.
THIRD - the looking after the physical necessities.

There you have the same classification which the Concilium established a while
ago, with the exception that the Legion does not indulge in category three, the
giving of material relief which has been assumed by other societies and by State
agencies. The Legion should be found confronting its problems in identically the
same spirit as the early Church, namely that the prime work of converting must
be properly attended to, and after that the other works; always provided that
there is enough manpower left over for them from the main work. If we allow
the lesser works an equal claim, there will never be any manpower left over for
converting. This should be the Legion mind. If places do not want to operate
that policy, then they have not got the mind of the Legion.

What indeed would we think if, in that section of the Acts of the Apostles, we
read that the decision then taken had been that as the widows needed looking
after, the Apostles were to be recalled from their districts abroad and the
evangelisation of the world called off! The notion would be preposterous, but
this is in fact what the greater part of the Church is doing today, and the Legion
has to a large extent been caught up in that tendency. We have precisely
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reversed the due order in our apostolate. First, we are comforting and
consoling; secondly, we are attending to the careless and the lapsed; and only
thirdly to the work of works, converting.

Admittedly there has been a difference between the Legion position and that of
the first Christians. The Lord had told the latter quite peremptorily that they
were to go forth to convert. That set the pattern and priority. It placed the
supreme work first as if there were no other. It left to the future the question
of the other Church occupations which would arise. That was the principle on
which the Church started.

The Legion Aspires to the Same Order

Things were different in regard to the Legion. Its course was set by
circumstances. It began in a Catholic environment and amid conditions of great
poverty which were monopolizing the attention of all the apostolic workers. As
the Protestants were relatively few in number, psychologically remote from the
people, and regarded as unconvertible, they were not initially viewed as part of
the Legion problem. That reduced the general problem to the preservation of
the Faith which was acute by reason of the largeness of the proselytising
campaign. It represents an immense, and indeed astonishing mental break-
through that the infant Legion boldly put aside the relief programme which
absorbed everyone else, and proposed to itself the building up of the people in
Faith.

It viewed as contained in that category the visitation of those who were in no
peril of faith but who needed spiritual comforting and consoling. That was the
first mould and it formed the original legionaries. Wherever the Legion started,
that was the pattern. It was only as development proceeded that the work for
the faith attained a higher dimension than that of preserving it. Obviously the
giving of the Faith should take precedence. That realisation so to speak took off
the Legion's baby clothes and placed its programme in complete alignment with
that of Our Lord's command. The original incomplete mould was supplemented
accordingly. That was about ten years after the beginning of the Legion.

But the older idea died hard. The very works undertaken by the earlier
legionaries continued to be imitated as if this were a rule. As those works
swallowed up the available membership, the legionaries in most places did not
go on to the stage of raising their eyes to the wheat fields ripe for conversion.
This has produced a generally anomalous situation. Despite the insistent
pleadings of the Concilium, the great bulk of the legionary effort is devoted to
the preserving of the Faith and to less than that - to the works which of late we
14




have been referring to under the somewhat belittling title of comforting and
consoling. And as it is difficult to remain firm on a slippery slope, we have
trouble even in diverting legionaries from humanism.

Comforting Not Converting

The dismaying fact obtains that in many countries, where the vast majority of
the people are non-Catholics, the Legion is giving little attention to that section,
and not even attending to work which could be regarded as necessary to the
faith. They are confining themselves to comforting and consoling those who are
in no need of being comforted or consoled. The Legion in one great city is
described as an organisation for visiting high-class nursing homes. In another
city a legionary who had brought a would-be convert to a priest was told by him
that the work of the Legion is the visiting of the aged and infirm, not converting.
Therein is the Legion being caricatured and perverted.

Avery important person, the late Father Simon Harrington, at that time Superior
General of the African Missionary Society, saw this clearly as the result of his
missionary movements. He declared to us that the Legion represented a
providential gift to the missionaries enabling them to reach out to the
multitudes, but that it was being misused. It was being applied to the domestic
chores and these were monopolising its manpower. He saw the uselessness of
just telling legionaries that they should rather go to the pagans. The retort
would be that there was no surplus membership to take on that extra. As if the
giving of the faith to those who do not possess it is no more than an extra, a
Church embellishment.

A Radical Remedy

So his plea to us was that the original programme of Our Lord was to be
reinstated and insisted on Conversion was the first work and all others only
secondary. But he also contended that this proposition would in practice be
listened to but not acted up to. Therefore his plan was that no Praesidium on
the mission field should be engaged on anything but conversion. The domestic
chores should be put aside, even the lapsed who had already got their chance
and would probably get many more of them. In no other way, he held, could
things be put into proper perspective but by that drastic procedure. If there
happened to be a surplus of members after dealing adequately with that main
department, they could of course be utilized for the lesser objectives. But the
principle must be established: the main objective is conversion.
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The good sense of all that is evident, but it has to be admitted that there are
practical difficulties. One is that it would be impossible to effect such a
resolution. Moreover very many would be deferred from joining the Legion if
its only work were that of conversion. The ordinary Catholic is intimidated by
the idea of that work, regarding himself as completely unequipped for it.

It has also to be remembered that the Legion has proposed to itself the wide
aim of organizing the whole Catholic people to apostleship and therefore that
all spiritual needs must be dealt with. After some time in the ranks, confidence
and discipline will have entered in and members can be pushed higher in the
scale of works. So it is not the legionary programme that conversion should oust
every other work. The Legion should continue to cater for every need which has
relation to souls provided that this is not to the detriment of the primary work
of the Church. Conversion work must be undertaken as the first priority. If this
be not its recognized rating, it is probable that it will become in fact the last
priority by reason of its supposed difficulty.

Conversion Work Psychologically Necessary

Conversion is the key-work from another point of view. It is vital in the sense
that if it be neglected, certain psychological reactions are induced. These
pervert the Catholic spirit and produce a disastrous event on every department
of life. The Catholic motive being impaired, the world, the flesh and the deuvil
are not resisted; and each soul becomes a problem and not an asset. This
follows as a remorseless consequence if one sees that those outside the Church
are not being sought with intent to bring them in. For them the conclusion is
inevitable that they must be safe enough where they are. That suggestion even
though it may not reduce itself to a final analysis, has really knocked the bottom
out of the Church. It would mean that God has established other channels of
salvation in addition to the Catholic Church. Why then struggle desperately after
souls who are in those other channels which may suit them better.

A Monstrous Suggestion

Suit them better! But such a suggestion is monstrous. It would mean that the
Church is not essential and is possibly unsuited to those other souls. Yes, that is
what such a proposition would work down to, and to our minds it would be
outrageous. Butitis what is being advanced in high Catholic quarters today. For
instance, what is to be thought of the following which proceeds from one of the
most important dioceses in the world: “For some people God’s message is most
clearly conveyed through the community known as the Catholic Church; to
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others through some Protestant denomination; to others again through some
non-Christian worshipping community”.

That statement places the Church as being no more than one of the methods
through which God impart His Truth. It goes even further and says that for
whole bodies of men God’s message is being given more clearly through their
own non-Catholic and even non-Christian denomination than it would be
through the Catholic Church.

This testimonial is given to those other Churches in spite of the fact that some
of them permit their members to hold tenets that are utterly alien to Catholic
belief and morality. That suggestion of an equality is the total negation of the
Church. If it be accepted, it would render irrational any sacrifice or great effort
towards conversion, for this might only be transferring a person into his wrong
classification in which he would be receiving the message less clearly.

A protest against that Statement sent to the high quarter in question brought
back the reply that the Statement represented a correct interpretation of the
Decree on Ecumenism.

Now look at the Apostles or at any one of their successors among the saints who
were willing to struggle for a lifetime and to lay down their lives to convert a
single soul, and judge how out of line with them that awful Statement is.

But remember: Throughout the greater part of the world a mentality equivalent
to that of the Statement is in the ascendant and it has turned off conversion just

as conclusively as you would turned off electricity.

(To be continued)
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“ORIGINS”

An Interview with Frank Duff (Cont’d)

“PRE-HISTORY OF THE LEGION OF MARY”

In this interview Frank Duff answers
questions about the "roots" of the
Legion of Mary. He reveals intimate
details about himself and the apostolic
works he had undertaken long before
the Legion came into being in 1921. For
example, he was doing visitation of the
sick, street-contact work, instruction of
children to receive the Sacraments and
house-to-house visitation at least as far
back as 1915.
Bill Peffley, President of the
Philadelphia

Senatus and
composer of
Mary Songs,
hosted this
interview which
took place in

Dublin on
August 26, |
1979.

Q. You

flattened him
out? (LAUGHS)

A. And here he was lying on the ground.

| moved over in case he had sufficient
energy to get up to resume hostilities
(LAUGHS) but there was no further
need for my intervention because a
lady who was watching the proceedings
from the other side of the road came up
and what she didn't do to him was not
worthwhile. (LAUGHS) She beat him

and she kicked him until he was
positively in terror. (LAUGHS) These
sorts of episodes were not infrequent.

Q. | never knew picketing could be so
adventurous, so dangerous.

A. You'll realize that | was young at the
time. My wages were not of the
present dimensions and at that time |
was the maintenance of my family......

Q. You were the sole support of your
family?

A. Yes. My
father would be
dead at that
| time and | was
| the happy
provider for my
family. When |
settled my bills
with the Little

Flower
establishment, |
realized that | couldn't continue

because the bill was happily going up
every week.

Q. Three pence begins to add up.

A. Yes. In other words, | was weaning
them away all the time. Thinking things
over | said to myself: "Well, from every
point of view | had better terminate
this." The St. Vincent de Paul Society, |
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knew from the previous old episode,
the meeting with Gabbett, would be
more than anxious to take over the
work and to pay the bills. | knew that
without having to ask anybody. So, |
summoned a little meeting and it was
remarkable that to this meeting came
all the heads of the Society in Dublin.

Q. That is truly amazing!

A. Amazing. | was only making my way
at the time, you know, but everyone
including Sir Joseph Glenn, who was
Supreme President for Ireland, Mr.
Lalor and a whole lot more of them.
Among them
was one
person
whose name
you heard
mentioned
recently in
one of the
interviews
and that was
Tom Fallon.
Now Fallon
was a man
whose name was well known to me but
whom | had never met, a giant, really a
wonderful person. To say that | had no
difficulty in persuading them would be
an absurdity because they were only
too anxious to help. And they agreed to
pay any bills | had to pay. They were
very full of gratitude for the work being
done and at the end of the proceedings
Tom Fallon came up to me and he
asked me, would | permit him to come
around on Sundays and join me?

America. c. late 1950’s

Sally Sharkey, Peg McDonnell, John Nagle, Frank Duff and Maria Diepen, envoy to South

Q. Not only were they willing to pay
the bills but they also wanted to help
you with the work.

A. | was grateful for that. That
partnership continued for some time.
And then another and another and
another came along and after 6 1/2
years of picketing, the place shut down.
The number had been reduced to a
small handful and the organizers of the
thing decided to amalgamate it with a
similar enterprise being carried on on
the north side of the city in the
Metropolitan Hall-a bigger one. They
thought they'd surprise us by a rapid
secret transfer
communicated
only to the
small  group
that was there
on the last day.
But somebody
blew the gaff
to us and we

were waiting
on the picket
line the

following day
(LAUGHS) when they came. And so that
was the end of 6 1/2 Whitefriars. Now
the number concerned in the main, at
its maximum, was a hundred and fifty.

Q. One hundred and fifty!
A. That's the number concerned. Then

we started off to picket the
Metropolitan Hall.
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Q. How many persons were going into
the Metropolitan Hall for the free
breakfast?

A. The initial number was 250. After
161/2 years of picketing that place also
shut down. | had dropped out of that
work before its end.

Q. And was it the Legion of Mary that
continued the
picketing?

A. Yes. It was a very
wonderful fact that
it was out of that
picketing group that
I derived the
organizers and
workers of the
Morning Star.

Q. That's &
extraordinary! £

A. Very,
extraordinary!

very

Q. It's interesting to l
see how those

events of yesteryear led up to the
Legion of today.

A. Oh, yes, it's very interesting because
there's this queer note of connection at
work. So, wait now, where did | diverge?

Q. Before we close the program, I'd
like to ask you about Joe Gabbett.
What ever happened to him?

A. As | told you, Gabbett was too old for
combat and so they sent him to
Aldershot which is one of the main
military establishments of England and
there they spotted his form. There was
a man in charge there, Brigadier
General Perrira, who was a Catholic.
Perrira saw Gabbett's quality as a
craftsman and he made him
mastershoemaker. He used him only to
organize the
shoemaking side of
things,  principally
for lecturing to the
officers and men on
footwear and feet,
how to take care of
both. Gabbett
would, of course, be
very good at that.
Perhaps, if | have a
moment, I'd better
finish  off  with
Gabbett, if | might.
Before he was sent
off to England
Gabbett was on
what he called his
state of  work
(LAUGHS) and one
day a gentleman called Pope, not the
Pope, (LAUGHS) came into his
workshop and told Gabbett an
extraordinary story about what was
known in those days as Portobello
Barracks. There were at that time two
battalions of the Lancashire Fusilliers
stationed in that barracks. There was in
a railed-off corner of the barracks area
a hospital for men suffering from
venereal disease. It was the rule in
those days that a man found to be
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suffering from that disease went under
automatic arrest, was put into a
hospital and they were very pernickety
about letting anybody go near them.
He could have no visitors. There were
200 men in that hospital who were
roughly divided as according to the
designations of the day: COE, which
meant Church of England; RC, which |
haven't got to explain to you, and NC.
Now NC meant Non-Conformist.

Q. I'm glad you
explained that.

A. Into that third
category went
anybody who
wasn't in the other
two respectable

categories
(LAUGHS). They
were all lumped

together for Divine
Service on a
Sunday. Whether
they were
Methodists,

Presbyterians  or
what else they
were, they were all
marched off to the one place.

Now
every Sunday there was a service. The
COE people had their own chaplain.
The Catholics had a nominal chaplain
but he didn't know of the existence of

the place. At any rate he had his
Masses to say in the parish church. So,
they were accidently neglected. You
see, the other people, the NC's had a
chaplain of their own too. Now, Pope
was the COE's chaplain's assistant and

he came down and told Gabbett about
the apparent neglect of the Catholics
which had rendered them very wild.
And actually tract-droppers and
proselytizers were at work among them.
Gabbett in those conditions would be a
man of few words. He got up, put on
his coat and he accompanied Mr. Pope
up to the barracks and he wormed his
way in there. He got into the enclosure
and found what was at stake and then
went down to the nominal chaplain and
told him everything.
Father O'Loughlin,
who was the
brother of Mrs.
Kirwan, the future
first President of
the Legion,
appointed Gabbett
as his lay assistant
which gave him a
status and the right
to enter the
barracks. So,
Gabbett then went
to the barracks
authorities and
claimed a barrack
room for the
service and that
had to be granted. Then he came up
the next Sunday, having given notice,
and he put the statue on the
mantelpiece with two candles and he
held the first service. Now only twenty
men turned up to that out of
approximately  seventy  Catholics
because they were very annoyed. They
were on strike in other words. Gabbett
held on in his inimitable style. Later on
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he involved me in that and ... Have | to
stop? ...

Q. No, not yet. We still have a few
minutes.

A. And | used to go up in the humble
capacity of a listener. But then | used
to get busy among the men; contacting
them. | remember being frequently
contacted by the orderlies up there
objecting to my shaking hands with the
men. Did | understand the risk? And
my answer was that | did but that |
found it impossible to talk in a friendly
manner to a man without (LAUGHS)
shaking hands with him. But it had the
very useful role of
teaching me to think
on that subject.
After | had shaken
hands with the men,
| used to regard
myself as unclean.
It taught me to
remember not to touch my eyes or my
mouth or any of these delicate parts.
The danger was there alright and when
Sancta Maria opened up subsequently,
| was there to give them the necessary
advice and to provide against the risks
with the result that in the whole history
of Sancta Maria nobody ever caught
anything.

Q. So your work in Portobello Barracks
helped protect the workers in Sancta
Maria. Another link. Please continue.

A. But then we were working away at
that and the Catholics started coming
to the service until we had the full

number
Sunday ...

of them attending every

Q. The full seventy!

A. And cases began to emerge in
abundance. | have seen the operation
of getting a man into the church inside
24 hours.

Q. Why so quickly?

A. You see, once a man was declared
cured, he might be gone within an hour.
Experienced soldiers were urgently
needed out in France. So, that's why
they had to get through the reception
of a man quickly.

Q. | see. It's
intriguing to see
how these

characters form a
part of the

| pre-history of the
Legion. You touched on something
today which we are looking forward to
hearing about next time and that is the
Sancta Maria Hostel and how it came
into being. There is a saying that every
movement has an initiator and that
initiator holds the seeds of what's to
come in the future. In this particular
seg ment we have seen that in a very
rich and charming way. So, we want to
thank you, Mr. Duff, for your time
today, and we hope to get together
with you very soon again.

A. Thank you, Bill.

(To be continued)
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